
The third Blount County Friends of the Library 
book sale of 2025 is just around the corner! Find 
over 50,000 fiction and non-fiction books, DVDs, 
children’s books, local history books, cookbooks, 
and more! Most books are just $1-2, with many 
just 50 cents each. Thursday, the first day of the 
sale, is for members only. 

Bring your friends! New members are welcome 
and may join at the elevator door entrance to the 
lower level. Credit card payments are accepted.
 
September 4 | 12 - 6 PM, FOL Members Only
September 5-6 | 10 AM - 4 PM, Open to Public

BIG eBay update!
Dee Barham of the Blount County Friends of the Library has been named one of this 
year’s recipients of the prestigious eBay Up & Running Grant, a national award 
recognizing small businesses and nonprofits using eBay to drive growth and community 
impact. The award comes with a $10,000 grant and a year of guided business support 
from eBay experts.



We will use the grant to host three statewide “eBay Training Camps”—one in East 
Tennessee, one in Middle Tennessee, and one in West Tennessee. These workshops 
will equip Friends groups from public libraries across the state with the skills and tools 
needed to successfully sell donated books and media online, generating revenue to 
support local library programs.

The $10,000 grant will cover travel and lodging for participants, ensuring the training is 
accessible to volunteers from communities of all sizes. “This grant is about more than 
selling books,” Dee said. “It’s about empowering library supporters across Tennessee to 
create sustainable funding for the programs that keep our libraries vibrant and relevant.”

We are proud to celebrate selling books on eBay for more than a decade and 
maintaining 99% positive feedback on over 30,000 sales. Our dedicated research team 
ensures prices are competitive with other popular online marketplaces, making each 
sale a win for both buyers and the more than 100 Blount County Public Library 
programs and events the sales support.
 
Save the Date!
Wednesday, September 10th at 11am: monthly volunteer meeting

Got a suggestion?
We welcome your constructive feedback! Please drop a note in the suggestion box by 
the elevator and the Operations Team will take into consideration. 

Member Spotlight
Meet Peggy Jackson! Peggy is a returning 
member who recently accepted the opportunity 
to serve as a Member-at-Large on the Board. 
She saw it as a great way to give back to both 
the Library and the community she loves.

“I enjoy having a hands-on way to support the 
Library I grew up visiting,” Peggy shares. “It has 
so much to offer the community, and the Friends 
play a big part in that.”

She continues to be impressed by the success of 
the Friends’ book sales and eBay store, calling 
them a model for other Friends groups.



Peggy, thank you for the time and energy you continue to invest in the BCFOL!

Board Members 2025-26
Vandy Kemp, President
Ann Nixon, Vice President
Nancy Kissell, Secretary
Lisa Overly, Treasurer
Jenn Everhart, Director at Large
Lelia Fain, Director at Large
Ann Fairhurst, Director at Large & Operations Team
Becky Hornyak, Director at Large & eBay Liaison
Peggy Jackson, Director at Large & Self Published Books
David McGuire, Director at Large & Operations Team
Lisa Misosky, Director at Large
Laurie Smalley, Director at Large
Andy Sneed, Director at Large

The Mission of the Blount County Friends of the Library is to support and enrich library 
programs and strategic initiatives through fundraising activities of dedicated 
volunteers while fostering strong community engagement with the library.


